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World Book Day at 
Water Street 
We have celebrated World Book Day this week with 
lots of reading related activities., including the grand 
re-opening of the Water Street Library after  it’s refur-
bishment by the Year 6 librarians—pictured below. 
The library is open every lunchtime for different clas-
ses and run by our Year 6 librarians.  

Lots of book 
related activ-
ities were 
organised by 
the librarians 

 

Pupils per-
formed ex-
tracts from 
their favour-
ite books, we 
also had 
DEAR—Drop 
Everything 
And Read. 

 

This year we 
did not have 
a dressing up 
as your  
favourite 
book charac-
ter—we will 
do this next 
year! 

 

Photographs from our 
Year 1 & year 3 reading 
buddies!  

 

What is your favourite book ?  



Due to children & adults in our school with nut allergies we 

kindly request that you do not include nuts or nut related 

products in your child’s packed lunch or mid morning snack.     

Thank you  

Reception: 
February has been fabulous and lots of fun in Reception.  We have enjoyed 
exploring lots of festivals and celebrations.  First came Chinese New Year 
where we explored using chopsticks, completed mindfulness pictures, 
wrote messages to the kitchen gods, enjoyed a wonderful Chinese banquet 
courtesy of Mr and Mrs Kong and enjoyed finding out all about different 
Chinese traditions.  There was also a lot of love in Reception on Valentine’s 
Day and many children chose to make pictures, cards and write notes to 
loved ones.  Mrs Busfield and I got a good few ourselves too!  

Then after enjoying a well-earned rest at half term, we returned and Mrs 
Busfield’s pancake café opened on Shrove Tuesday.  We read the story ‘Mr 
Wolf’s Pancakes’, made and ate pancakes, sequenced pancake making in 
pictures, designed our own pancakes, made pancake shopping lists and in 
Maths we did some data handling around who, and how many, children 
preferred different toppings.  

As restriction have begun to ease we have started to have visitors back in 
class and go on class visits.  We have enjoyed our trips out the library and 
are all now Skipton library members, enjoying reading a wide range of 
books for pleasure.  We also had a visit from the police as part of our ‘real 
life superheroes’ theme.  The children loved dressing up in police uniform 
and getting to sit in the back of a police van, as well as meeting PCSO Ra-
chel Wood – a real life local superhero!  

What a busy month it’s been!  Enjoy the pictures of us enjoying Chinese 
New Year and dressing up as police officers.  

The Reception Team 



Year 1: 
This month started learning about all the different countries that make up the United Kingdom.  We learned about 
each country in turn and what their capital city is and where they are on a map.  At the very end we sampled differ-
ent types of food from some of the countries and had a huge quiz to see what we could remember about each place. 

The children have produced some excellent stories about the Magic Porridge Pot.  They are learning to use some in-
teresting adjectives and are beginning to make them part of their stories which is lovely to see.  We try to end our 
story writing with some story telling and so we all jump aboard the imagination bus to go camping and sit around a 
pretend fire reading our amazing stories… often accompanied by a little treat!  (Sadly no toasted marshmallows on 
this fire!) 

In computers we have been working on making a story which links back to our Three Little Pigs topic.  The children 
have worked very hard and can now add in their own pictures, add new pages, write text and even give a page an 
animation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In art this term we have been learning about different types of pencils and how they can be used to make different 
marks (crosshatching) and this will allow us to make our own doodle pictures which we will then adapt and be able 
to print onto fabric.  Very exciting! 

 

 Here we are all wearing red for Selfa!  It’s always fun to get 
dressed up for school!  Thank you all for being so supportive! 

 

We have made a busy start to this next half term and are looking 
forward to sharing our next lot of learning with you. 

Mrs M and the Y1 Team 

Please can you remember to order your school 

lunch before coming into school.   Thank you. 



Year 2: 
It’s been a fantastic February in Year 2!  

We had a great time in Children’s Mental Health Week thinking about 
our very own superpowers – not ‘made-up’ superpowers like being able 
to fly or having lazer eyes, but our own powers of being kind or thought-
ful. We had great fun creating our own superhero character and name, 
explaining what our superpowers are and how they help others, and 
then we planned a story that we could be in where we save the day 
with our amazing gifts! We have put together our work in a book which 
is in our book corner to share with each other.  

In Maths we enjoyed taking part in a Scavenger Hunt for Numbers Day. We did lots of 
running around and working as a team, and we managed to solve the problems 
around the playground together. Most fun of all was the ‘learning without feeling like 
we were learning’! Look at the pictures to see the fun that we had. 

In Science we enjoyed finding out how to make a piece of plasticine float and sink. We 
had to use the same piece of plasticine each time and find different ways to mould it. It 
was quite tricky to get it to float, but a few of us managed it by making it very thin and 
flat with slightly curved up edges! 

During English lessons we have continued to enjoy following and writing instructions 
on a theme of PIRATES!  Making chocolate pirate cannonballs was a highlight 
along with researching and making gold doubloons.  You should have seen 
our chocolatey hands!  It was worth it though for all the things we’ve learned 
about bossy verbs and adverbial phrases in our written instructions. 

Our Geography work gave us lots to learn and memorise with names of conti-
nents and oceans.  We had tonnes of fun playing continents twister in the 
classroom one afternoon, testing our knowledge out! 

Well done Year 2 – you’ve worked hard this month. Here’s to a marvellous 
March together! 

The Year 2 Team 

Great work  

Year 2! 



Year 3: 
February has been a busy month for Year 3. We have enjoyed 
using Class Dojos for our Class Reward and we are working 
hard and listening well to collect as many as we can.  

In English, we have enjoyed listening to Roman Myths about 
gods and goddesses and how the Roman Empire began. We 
have created a story map and used it to write our own myths 
based on the ones we have read.  

In Maths, we have been adding and subtracting money. We 
have enjoyed looking at and counting different coins. We 
have used coins, numberlines and part / whole models to 
help us. We have also been studying pictograms, tables and 
bar charts.  

In Science we have continued with our Light topics and we 
had great fun investigating which sunglasses were best at 
blocking UV light by shining the UV torch onto the sunglass-
es and using the UV meter to measure how much sun got 
through. We also investigated whether the shadow puppets 
changed size when it was nearer to the torch. We found out 
that the puppet got larger the further away it was from the 
light source (the whiteboard). 

In History, we continued to learn about the Romans in  
Britain. We learned about the different achievements and 
discussed which we thought we most significant. We also learned about 
what they left behind, that still impacts on our lives now (legacy). We  
really enjoyed finding out about Hadrian’s Wall and why it was so  
effective. We concluded our learning of this topic by using the shields we 
had deigned and made to act out how the Roman Army would have 
moved about and we learned about how it made them so effective. We 
moved into the ‘Tortoise’ formation and moved around the hall together. 
It was quite hard.   The Year 3 Team 



The school value 
for this half term 
is 

       Aspire 

Year 4: 
What an incredibly busy February we have had!  It has been a great month for school 
visitors and non-uniform days to say the least. 

In Science we had a visit from Scientist Sam the Soundman, after the disappointment 
of him having to postpone due to contracting Covid, he sure did not disappoint when he 
arrived in school for an afternoon filled with sound experiments.  Sam made sure every 
single child had the chance to partake in an experiment with him in front of the class 
and the knowledge and experience we gained from his visit was incredible.  The chil-
dren learned all about the difference between pitch and volume and learnt that the 
smaller and object, the higher the pitch of sound it will create.  We experimented with 
sound under water, with amplifiers, and even saw sound waves in different forms.    

In History we had another visitor – Doctor Frank!  I’m sure you have heard all about his 
visit as he was incredibly inspiring and made us all want to go and explore the Antarc-
tic.  Frank worked in the Antarctica for a year as a site doctor on one of the research 
sites and told us all about his experiences there.  We learnt about the midnight sun, the 
temperatures, wildlife, living conditions and so much more.  The children loved asking 
him questions and looking at the photographs of his time there.    

Alongside the fabulous visitors, we have also been working incredibly hard.  In maths, 
we have been learning about multiplication and division, followed by area and just be-
gan looking at fractions before we broke up for half term.  In English the 
class created some incredible explanation pieces of writing all about a ma-
chine they invented which would help Ernest Shackleton get the South Pole 
without his ship getting crushed in the ice and sinking!  I look forward to 
showing you these at parents evening! 

We’ve also had ‘Dress to Express’ day and ‘Wear Red for SELFA’.  It was 
lovely to see how children expressed themselves for world mental health 
week.  We did a lot of talking about emotions that week and discussed how 
we could deal with difficult 
emotions.   

I hope this half term is just as 
exciting but maybe not quite 
as busy?!  

Mrs Taylor &  
The Year 4 Team 



Year 5: 
Another great month of work from Year 5. We are really impressed with the way 
the class have continued to give their best and applied themselves to everything 
that is asked of them.  

We have been out of school to attend a Tag Rugby Festival at Sandylands. It was 
great fun and everyone worked hard to improve their skills whilst having lots of 
fun. We will soon be attending a football festival which we are sure everyone will 
enjoy. This term in PE we will be having lessons with Hedley from Wharefedale 
rugby club so we will be able to impress him with the skills we already have. 

In Maths we have been developing our knowledge of fractions. Building on our Year 4 
work, we have been converting improper fractions to mixed numbers and comparing 
and ordering fractions where there is a different denominator.  We have learned to 
add fractions and mixed numbers where the denominators are multiples of the same 
number. We have also been learning how to multiply 3 digit numbers by 2 digit using 
a formal written method and how to use the bus stop method to divide. We have been 
able to apply this knowledge to solve a range of puzzles and problems. We have real-
ised just how important knowing our times-tables is, so we have been working hard 
on TTRS to improve our scores. 

In English, we have completed our Non-Chronological Reports about the Four Ancient 
Civilisations, that we have been learning about in History. We have written them up 
in neat and applied what we have learnt to write a Non-Chronological report com-
paring the different Biomes that we have read about during Guided Reading. 

In Science we started out new topic ‘Forces’. We have been learning all about gravity 
and testing out what happens if we drop 2 objects that are the same size and shape 
but different weights and what happens if we drop 2 objects that are the same 
weight but different shapes and sizes. We have also been thinking about air re-
sistance and are busy planning a fair test to see which parachute will work best. 
Once we have our best design we will test it out with our egg drop challenge! Let’s hope we have the right de-
sign or it could be a messy ending! 

We are still enjoying reading and our weekly reading shelfie allows time for pupils to share their favourite books 
with each other. We are all discovering new and exciting books. The range of books that are being read and 
shared is great to see and hopefully has given everyone an idea for something they want to have a closer look 
at. Our class novel, Agatha Oddly is getting very exciting and is a part of the day we all look forward to. Just 
being able to sit back and listen to a story being 
read to us is a relaxing treat. 

It’s been great to see and hear the presentations 
made by the children about places they have en-
joyed visiting, plotting them on the map and learn-
ing facts about the Geography of the places. We 
look forward to hearing about more of these plac-
es during the rest of the Spring Term.  

We have lots of lovely things planned for the rest 
of the Spring Term and look forward to the 
weather improving so we can do more of our work 
outside. 

The Year 5 Team 



Year 6: 
February seems to have passed us by in a flash! A highlight of the 
month has been the amazing work of our Year 6 library leaders and 
helpers. After all their hard work in getting the library ready to be reo-
pened it has finally had it’s first visitors for many months. A huge thank 
you to everyone who made this possible, and all the Year 6 pupils who 
are giving us their lunchtimes to run it, and help children choose some 
great books!  

We have continued work on our class novel- Boy at the Back of the 
class. Children have produced some amazing writing including letters 
in the first person, character description and story continuation.  We 
have had a bit of a change to our group readers this term. The children 
are now starting to read: The Golden Compass, Wonder, Friend of For, 
and  Bubble Wrap Boy. Mrs Hopwell and are are  always impressed by 
the perceptive comments and maturity of discussion in these sessions.  

Our music lessons have been taking place throughout the term- I’m 
always amazed at the rather wonderful sound that the Y6 Orchestra of 
xylophones and recorders manage to produce. We have now moved 
on to drumming techniques and more composition!  

Our house captains have been busy again organising house treats, 
house art competitions and making sure that every week the house 
points are correctly tallied.  At the end of each half term our hard work-
ing house captains get to have a special visit to Walkers Bakery- as a 
thank you from the school or all their hard work! We were really im-
pressed with this half term’s house captains, who even presented as-
semblies to their houses- all based on the theme of “enjoy”. 

Our science lessons have continued to look at light, with particular fo-
cus on angles of reflection and shadows. Our periscope work was very 
successful, and the work on taking and recording shadows at different 
times of day, demonstrated great team work and accurate recording of 
results. We are looking forward to our next topic on electricity, which 
will also incorporate our DT project for this half term.  

In geography we have started to investigate the Yorkshire Dales in 
preparation for our residential later on in March. As part of  finding out 
what makes the Yorkshire Dales a special place,  we will be undertak-
ing all sorts of fieldwork activities during our week away! 

 

 

 

 

    Well done  
   Year 6! 



The winners for 
February 2022 
are: 
1st Prize of £25   Joshua Nixon             (Number    17) 
2nd Prize of £12    Katie Hood                 (Number    59) 
3rd Prize of £7        Stephen Hannigan  (Number   111) 
 

Thank You and Congratulations! 
If you have any questions or would like to join the club please 
email Jo Nixon (jo@philandjo.co.uk) or speak to anyone in the 
Friends of Water Street School. 



 

Inter-house art competition 

Key Stage 1: 
Edith (Yr 2), Iris (Yr 2) & Tilly (Yr 1) 

Key Stage 2:  
Bea (Yr 6), Hunter (Yr 4) & Cassius (Yr 5) 

             Overall Winner:  Bea (Yr 6) 

Inter-House Art Competition 
Winners in assembly. 

 

Please look out for an email from 
school regarding fundraising for the 
DEC Ukraine Appeal.  

If you would like to support this  
appeal pupils can bring in a dona-
tion on THURSDAY 10th MARCH.  

Please see the email for further  
details. 




